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SUBJECT: EBAN RUMORED AS NEXT AMBASSADOR TO U.S. 

1 . RUMORS ARE RIFE IN JERUSALEM AND TEL AVIV THAT ABBA EBAN, 
BACK FROM AN EXTENDED SPEAKING TOUR OF THE U.S. ON BE- 
HALF OF THE GOVERNMENT, IS BEING CONSIDERED AS THE NEXT 
AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON. ALTHOUGH IN AN INTERVIEW IN 
TODAY'S JERUSALEM POST EBAN SCOFFED AT THE REPORTS, 

OBSERVERS AGREE THAT EBAN, MORE AT HOME IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
LIMELIGHT THAN AS A KNESSET MEMBER, WOULD JUMP AT THE 
CHANCE TO BE ONCE MORE AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. HE HAS BREN 
CAREFUL TO KEEP IN BEGIN'S GOOD GRACES (THE PRIME MINISTER 
HOLDS HIM IN HIGH ESTEEM). FOR EXAMPLE, HE DISASSOCIATED 
HIMSELF FROM THE LABOR PARTY'S CRITICISM OF THE U.S.- 

ISRAELI WORKING PAPER AND, FROM WHAT HAS FILTERED BACK 
TO ISRAEL, APPARENTLY MADE GOOD ON HIS INTENTION TO TREAD 
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A NARROW PATH WHILE IN THE U.S. OF DEFENDING ISRAEL S BASIC 
FOREIGN POLICY WHILE NOTING WHERE THE ALIGNMENT DIFFERS 
FROM THE LIKUD. SINCE THE MAY ELECTION HE HAS GENERALLY 
AVOIDED SHARP CRITICISM OF THE LIKUD, EVEN AS HE TRIES 
TO MAINTAIN HIS CREDENTIALS AS A LABOR PARTY LEADER. 

2. SEEMING TO REFLECT THIS CALCULATED APPROACH, LAST NIGHT 
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BEFORE A MEETING OF LABOR'S CENTRAL COMMITTEE, EBAN CRI- 
TICIZED THE DMC’S DECISION TO JOIN THE COALITION. HE EX- 
PRESSED OPPOSITION TO A GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY 
AND ATTACKED THE DMC FOR HARMING THE PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM 
BY DESERTING THE RANKS OF THE OPPOSITION AND FOR IGNORING 
ITS OWN PRINCIPLES WHICH WERE "A COVENANT WITH ITS VOTERS”. 

AT THE SAME TIME EBAN PRAISED THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT FOR 
MODERATING ITS POSITIONS AND VOICED "CERTAIN WORRIES" ABOUT 
THE HARDLINE HIS OWN PARTY HAS RECENTLY TAKEN. 

3. A REPORT IN YESTERDAY'S YEDIOT AHARANOT NOTED THE RUMORS 
OF AN AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENT FOR EBAN AND ADDED THAT 
IT WOULD CARRY WITH IT CABINET RANK. THE YEDIOT ARTICLE, 
WRITTEN BY SHLOMO NAKDIMON, GIVES PARTICULAR WEIGHT TO 
THESE RUMORS BECAUSE OF NAKDIMON'S CLOSENESS TO BEGIN. 
NAKDIMON IS HIMSELF CONSIDERING AN OFFER BY BEGIN TO SERVE 
AS PRESS ADVISER TO THE PRIME MINISTER VICE DAN PATTIR, 

WHO HAS ACCEPTED A POSITION WITH ISRAEL RADIO AS HEAD OF 
ITS NEWS DIVISION. 

LEWIS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AMBASSADORS, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV08488 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770399-0661 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977106/aaaaaeln.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5ae5c02e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 915952 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EBAN RUMORED AS NEXT AMBASSADOR TO U.S. 

TAGS: PDIP, PINT, IS, US, (EBAN, ABBA) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5ae5c02e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



